              MASSES from 1st  to 8th  March 2009
Sat              28      6.00pm            People of the parish
1st Sun      01      9.30am            Thomas Hogan (Anni)
 Lent                   11.30am            Sr Charlotte (Spl Int)
                                                      Mrs Noronha (RIP)
Mon            02    12.30 pm           Mathias Family (Spl Int)
                             6.30-7.30pm    Holy Hour

Tues           03      9.30am            Jim Cannon (RIP)                                                  
Wed
        04      9.30am            Douglas Ize-Iyamy (RIP))
Thurs         05      6.30-7.30pm    Holy Hour          
                             7.30pm             Fr Jimmy (Spl Int)
Fri
        06     7.00pm             Stations of the Cross
                             7.30pm             Alexander Ward (Spl Int)
Sat
        07   10.30am             People of the parish
                           11.00-12.00noonExposition of the Blessed  

                                                       Sacrament & Confessions                        

Sat
     07         6.00 pm           Johanna Ward (Thanksgiving)
Sun
     08         9.30 am           Mary Tray nor (Get-well)
                            11.30 am           Tommy Doyle (Anni)
6th March 2009   Women’s World Day of Prayer
                            First Friday of Month- Family Fast day

Eucharistic Ministers and Readers
    This weekend

      Next weekend

 
6.00 pm    Tom, Dr Jay, Jean (E )                 Mary, Barbara, Dennis (E )
                Sr Leena, Leola (R )                    Victor, Sylvia (R )
9.30 am    Kevin, Bridie, Elizabeth (E)           Habtezghi, Maria Vaughan (E)                
                Kathy, Elena (R )                        Roisin, Phil (R )
11.30 am  Serso, Catherine, Jan (E )            Marie, Percy, Zen (E)                               

                Veronica, Charles (R )                 Sheila, Jude (R )
Pray for those who have died recently: Bridget Rafferty, Dennis Buckley, Mary Woollett, Mary Loughlin, Douglas, Rose Brown
Please pray for those whose Anniversaries fall during this week:  Mary O’Brien, Betty Heavey, William Mooney, Josiah Morgan, John O’Driscoll, Tommie Doyle, Ada Ryan, John Gill, Delia Sheridan.
Please pray for the sick of the Parish: Sue Lester, Jane Shorthose, Patrick Plunkett, Jordan Smith, Josephine Duffy, Maura Marron, Mary Flynn, Tom Shaughnessy, Patricia Gibbons, Tommie Trainor, John Robson, Susan Garvey, Bill & Bridie Clisham, Josephine Murray. John Verney, Felina Seaman, Maria.
St. Mary & St. Benedict’s
R.C. Church

52a Raglan Street, Coventry, CV1 5QF

Tel. (024) 76258901

www.ssmaryandbenedict.org.uk

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish priest: Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ: 024 76 258901 Email: lutwajim@yahoo.com
 Parish Sister: Sisters Lydwin, Leena, Celine: 024 76222398
Parish School:  St Mary & St Benedict’s, Leigh Street.  Head:  Mrs P. MacDonald.

Tel:  02476 229486   www.stmary-stben.coventry.sch.uk
Hearing Aid users – a Deaf Loop system is installed in the Church.
Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’

First Sunday of Lent
1st to 8th March 2009
Mass Book Yr B, Part 1 Pg 69 
Dear parishioners,
If Lent is to mean anything in our lives, it has to be a season of renewal. It is a time for new life, for fresh beginnings and growth. Walking through your street the other day, I came across your neighbor’s window with these words:  “No cigarettes, no chocolates, no booze; it is Lent” It is a good idea but Lent has nothing to do with that as such instead it is a reminder of the intrinsically challenging nature of Christian life where we’re called upon by the Lord to renounce sin.
Lent is a call to love the Lord and to serve him in sincerity to become more conscientious in our work, more honest in our dealings, become dependable in our assurances, truthful in our assertions, humble in our judgments, considerate in our lifestyles and realistic in our giving. But above all Lent is an invitation that either as individuals, families or as a parish, we struggle to narrow the distance between us and Jesus Christ. Lent is Christ made near. Think about it, if we can draw closer to him during this time, then Lent will be a real springtime in our lives.                              
Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ                   
Is a parishioner sick or in hospital? Please inform the Parish Priest or one of the Sisters.  It is important that Catholics on admission to hospital tell their religion to be recorded and request a visit from the Catholic Chaplain.
Baptismal course: Next course will be on Monday 9th March 2009 at 7.00pm in the parish hall.
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: will be held on Monday 2nd March 2009 at 7.45pm. All the members are encouraged to be present.
Divine Mercy Prayer Meeting: Last Thursday of each month, from 6.30 to 7.30pm, followed by Holy Mass at 7.30pm. 

Prayer for Priests:  every first Friday of the month, from 6.30 to 7.30pm; an hour of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament praying for the priests followed by Mass at 7.30pm.
Choir Practice:  after 11.30 Mass on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.
Rosa Mystica: prayers will be held on Friday 13th March from 1.00pm in our Lady’s Chapel.  All are welcome.
Collection last Week: Gift Aid 123.49 Loose: £ 346.17
Total: £469.66 Thank you for supporting the Church.
Second Collection;  1st March 2009 Cathedral Maintenance Fund
                                8th March 2009 Lent Fast
Counters: Sun 1st March Team A Anastasia & Mary O’Sullivan                                      

Bonus Ball: No.21 Mary Phil Dunleavy & Cealan Cannon
Walk with Me:  Booklets for Lent are available at the back of the Church.  Please take them and use them for your prayer and meditation during the season of Lent. There is an opportunity to pray and meditate with fellow parishioners each Saturday of Lent after 6.00pm Mass in the Lady Chapel.

Stations of the Cross: It a traditional way in which we contemplate on the passion and death of Jesus.  You are encouraged to participate in this prayer on every Friday at 7.00pm in the Church followed by Mass. 
Lenten Penitential Service: will be held on Tuesday 7th April 2009 at St Mary & St Benedict’s church for the parishes of our area.
Red Boxes: Fr Daly the executive promoter of the Red Boxes will visit our parish on the weekend of 7th/8th March.  He will celebrate Masses and speak to us about the Red Boxes.
Departure: Sr. Charlotte the Provincial Superior of our Parish Sisters who has been on visit to our parish for 10 days is on her way back to India on Sunday afternoon. She thanks you all for your warmth of heart and asks for your prayers in her tiring and demanding work.
Mr. Robert Giampaglia: will be instituted Lector & Acolyte at St Margaret Mary Church Sutton Coldfield at 7.30pm on Friday 13th March 2009. Let us keep him in our prayers.

Catholic Today Leap of Faith: on March 10, a team of twelve will do a tandem parachute jump for raising funds for the sick, infirm and elderly secular clergy of our diocese. Fr. Paul Moss the priest in charge at St. Patrick is one of those taking such a terrible risk. I urge you to support this cause. Details on the notice board.
St Patrick’s Day: Our traditional Gaelic Mass will be celebrated here on Friday 13th March at 7.30pm. Please come and join the Irish in celebrating the great Patron Saint of Ireland.
Women’s world Day of Prayer: will be held at St Peter’s Church Centre from 10 am to 2.00pm on Friday 6th March 2009. A prayer prepared by the Christian Women of Papua New Guinea will be on Friday 6th March 2009 at 11.00am at the Methodist Central Hall Warwick Lane.  As part of International Women’s Week a meeting has been arranged on Saturday 7th March 2009 at 1.00pm at the Four Provinces, 19 Allesley Old Road, Coventry.  Details on the notice board.

Medjugorje Legion Of Mary Day of Prayer: The Coventry Medjugorje Centre will hold a Day of prayer in St. Mary's Church on Saturday, 28th March.
