              MASSES from 22nd to 29th March 2009
Sat            21      6.00pm           John McHugh (RIP)
4th   Sun   22      9.30am            Cecilia Mathias (Anni)
 Lent                 11.30am            People of the parish
Mon          23    12.30 pm          Souls in Purgatory
                            6.30-7.30pm   Holy Hour

Tues         24      9.30am            Patsy Taylor (RIP)
Wed
      25      9.30am            Tommy Griffiths, Moira, Patsy (RIP)
Thurs       26      6.30-7.30pm    Holy Hour          
                           7.30pm             Patsy Taylor (RIP)
Fri
      27     7.00pm             Stations of the Cross
                           7.30pm             Annie Parsons (Anni)
Sat
      28   10.30am             John Hanglin (RIP)
                        11.00-12.00noonExposition of the Blessed  

                                                    Sacrament & Confessions                        

Sat
     28       6.00 pm           Janie McDermott (Spl Int)      

Sun          29       9.30 am           John Paul Collins (RIP)
                          11.30 am           Bernard Kelly (Anni) 
Eucharistic Ministers and Readers
    This weekend

      Next weekend

 
6.00 pm    Tom, Dr Jay, Jean (E)                 Mary, Barbara, Dennis (E)
                Brendan, Jency (R)                     Sr Leena, Leola (R)
9.30 am     Habtezghi, Maria Vaughan (E)      Kevin, Bridie, Elizabeth (E)                    
                Kathy, Sr Lydwin (R)                    Roisin, Phil (R)
11.30 am   Marie, Percy, Zen (E)                  Serso, Catherine, Jan (E)                          

                Chinedu, Dominic (R)                  Marho, Sheila (R)
Pray for those who have died recently:  Rose Elizabeth Browne, James Hearty.
Please pray for those whose Anniversaries fall during this week: John P McHugh, Alice Benson, Jane Plunkett, Mary Alice Canterbury, J O’Sullivan, Bernard Kelly, Mary O’Mara, Mary Whiting, Aloysius Patalong, Emma O’Brien.
Please pray for the sick of the Parish: Sue Lester, Jane Shorthose, Patrick Plunkett, Jordan Smith, Josephine Duffy, Maura Marron, Mary Flynn, Tom Shaughnessy, Patricia Gibbons, Tommie Trainor, John Robson, Susan Garvey, Bill & Bridie Clisham, Josephine Murray. John Verney, Felina Seaman, Maria, Hannah Ward.
St. Mary & St. Benedict’s
R.C. Church

52a Raglan Street, Coventry, CV1 5QF

Tel. (024) 76258901
www.ssmaryandbenedict.org.uk

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish priest: Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ: 024 76 258901 Email: lutwajim@yahoo.com
 Parish Sister: Sisters Lydwin, Leena, Celine: 024 76222398
Parish School:  St Mary & St Benedict’s, Leigh Street.  Head:  Mrs P. MacDonald.

Tel:  02476 229486   www.stmary-stben.coventry.sch.uk
Hearing Aid users – a Deaf Loop system is installed in the Church.
Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’

Fourth Sunday of Lent
22nd to 29th March 2009
Mass Book Yr B, Part 1 Pg 83 
The Church is Our Mother:

Christians understand Lent to be a time of spiritual renewal. Thus during the 16th century, they developed a custom of making a pilgrimage to the church they looked up to as their spiritual mother on the 4th Sunday of Lent shortly before Passion Sunday. This was either their Parish church, the Cathedral or the church where one was christened. Anyone who did this was commonly said to have gone “mothering”. It was a time of going back to ones Christian roots. Secularism and commercialism stole the custom; visiting the mother church was discarded to become mothers’ day! It is wrong of course! Mothering Sunday IS NOT natural Mothers’ day!  In a more religiously aware age than ours, Mothering Sunday centered on the recognition of the mothering role that is the caring and loving concern - of the Universal Mother Church for all her children. Just as a parental mother provides for the physical and emotional needs of her children; Mother Church provides for our spiritual requirements - from the cradle of baptism, through growth and maturity, to death and resurrection.
At the end of our life, like the lifeless body of Jesus in the arms of his mother Mary, we shall be returned into the open arms of Mother Church. It is from the Church that we wish to finally be commended to God. Let us give Mothering Sunday its true meaning and celebrate it accordingly. 

Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ
Is a parishioner sick or in hospital? Please inform the Parish Priest or one of the Sisters.  It is important that Catholics on admission to hospital tell their religion to be recorded and request a visit from the Catholic Chaplain.
Gift Aid Scheme: The envelopes for the new tax year are ready from our Parish Gift Aid administrators. I thank those who are members and I greatly encourage every tax-payer to become a member. In the last tax year, the parish claimed more than £2000 free! The Parish as you know is heavily in debt; making your Sunday offering into a gift Aid can help the parish receive a tax claim. If you would like to join the scheme please speak to Ms. Roisin Gill or Terry Moles before or after Mass.  If you are not a taxpayer and would like to use a set of envelopes, please collect any set from those labeled “non-tax payers” from Roisin at the back of the church today.
Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers: Training of new ministers and retraining of the old ones will take place on Tuesday 31st March 2009 at 6:45pm. Commissioning of new Eucharistic Ministers will take place on Maundy Thursday while that of Lectors will take place on Pentecost Sunday. 

Divine Mercy Prayer Meeting:. The Feast of the Divine Mercy will be on Sunday 19th April 2009.  The Novena will start on Good Friday. The Divine Mercy prayer meeting will take place as usual on the last Thursday of each month, from 6.30 to 7.30pm, followed by Holy Mass at 7.30pm
Choir Practice:  In preparation for Easter after 11.30 Mass. I encourage many more to come and join our choir.
Stations of the Cross: every Friday at 7.00pm in the Church followed by Mass. Please come and join in this prayer.
Lent Penitential Service: for the parishes in our area namely Sacred Heart, St John Fisher, and St Patrick will be held on Tuesday. 7th April 2009 at St Mary & St Benedict’s Church at 7:00pm. Priests from those parishes will be here.  I encourage each one of you to make extra effort to come for the penitential service and prepare ourselves to encounter the  Risen Lord at Easter. 
Medjugorje Legion of Mary Day of Prayer: The Coventry Medjugorje Centre will hold a Day of prayer at St. Mary's Church on Saturday, 28th March, Mass   10.30am
Collection last Week: Gift Aid 196.50 Loose: £ 388.66
Total: £585.16 Thank you for supporting the Church.

Counters: Sun 22nd March Team B Agnes Heffernan & Tom Ferris                                      

Bonus Ball: No. 27 Teresa Parson
In honor of Fr. Placid Rea OSB: During the renovation of the Church, I came across a metallic plate with words honoring our first Parish Priest Fr. Placid Rea OSB.  The plate is fixed on the back wall near Devine Mercy Chapel, they are interesting to read.
RCIA: The second scrutiny of candidates (Nicola, Anna, Winston) who have been preparing to be received in to the Catholic Faith will again take place this Sunday 22nd  March 2009 at 9.30am Mass. Let us keep them in our prayers.
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham: will be led by Bishop William Kenny on Saturday 9th May 2009. The theme of this year’s pilgrimage is: ‘The Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of all Creation’ Details on the notice board.
Justice & Peace : Coventry City highlighted the fact of climate change on Thursday 19th March and challenged the residents of the city to reduce their green house carbon  emissions. Let us take it as a personal responsibility to protect and save our planet for future generations.
Easter Festival Celebrations:
Palm Sunday: Blessing of the palms (beginning of Holy Week) 

Maundy Thursday:   The Lord’s Supper 7.00pm
                              Church remains open for private adoration until

                              9.30pm

Good Friday         :   Stations of the Cross 3.00pm
                              Passion & Veneration of the Cross   3.30pm

                              Church remains open for private prayers before the 

                              Cross until 9.00pm

Easter Vigil:             Mass 6.00pm

Easter Sunday          Mass 9.30am & 11.30am

Clocks will go forward by an hour on Sunday 29th March 

