              MASSES FO 25th Jan to 1st Feb 2009
Sat             24      6.00pm             Willie (RIP)
Third               25         9.30am             People of the parish 

Sunday             11.30am              William Leslie (RIP)
Mon          26     12.30                   Bridget Rafferty (RIP)
                            6.30-7.30pm     Holy Hour

Tues         27       9.30am             Bridget Rafferty (RIP)                                                  
Wed
     28       9.30am             John Rodgers (RIP)
Thurs       29       6.30-7.30pm     Holy Hour          
                            7.30pm              Max Gorman & his mom (Get well)
Fri
     30       6.30-7.30pm     Holy Hour

                            7.30pm             Holy Souls
Sat
     31     10.30am             Patrick Fitzsimons (RIP)  
                          11.00-12.00noonExposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

                                                     & Confessions                        

Sat
     31      6.00 pm             Catherine Grogan (Anni)
Sun
     01      9.30 am             People of the parish
                         11.30 am             Teresa McSherry (Anni)
Feast Days:   January 26             Ss Timothy & Titus
                       January 28             St Thomas Aquinas

                       January 31             St John Bosco
Eucharistic Ministers and Readers
  This weekend

     Next weekend

 
6.00 pm    Mary, Barbara, Dennis (E )                 Sophie, Janet, Adriana (E )
                 Brendan, Jency (R)                             Sr Leena, Leola (R )
9.30 am    Habtezghi, Maria Vaughan (E)            Kevin, Bridie, Elizabeth (E)                   
                 Roisin, Phil (R )                                   Sr Lydwin, Sue (R )
11.30 am  Marie, Percy, Zen (E)                          Serso, Catherine, Jan (E )                             

                 Honorine, Virginia (R )                         Clington, Eunice (R )
Pray for those who have died recently: Bridget Rafferty, Dennis Buckley, Mary Woollett
Please pray for those whose Anniversaries fall during this week: Denis McGrath, Alice Michael Moran, Filegh Goucher, Terence Reilly, John Ferry, Harold Rixon, William Michael Redmond, William Molloy. 
Please pray for the sick of the Parish: Sue Lester, Jane Shorthose, Patrick Plunkett, Jordan Smith, Josephine Duffy, Maura Marron, Mary Flynn, Tom Shaughnessy, Patricia Gibbons, Tommie Trainor, John Robson, Susan Garvey,  Bill & Bridie Clisham, Josephine Murray.
St. Mary & St. Benedict’s
R.C. Church

52a Raglan Street, Coventry, CV1 5QF

Tel. (024) 76258901

www.ssmaryandbenedict.org.uk

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish priest: Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ: 024 76 258901 Email: lutwajim@yahoo.com
 Parish Sister: Sisters Lydwin, Leena, Celine: 024 76222398
Parish School:  St Mary & St Benedict’s, Leigh Street.  Head:  Mrs P. MacDonald.

Tel:  02476 229486   www.stmary-stben.coventry.sch.uk
Hearing Aid users – a Deaf Loop system is installed in the Church.
Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

 25th January to 1st February 2009
Mass Book Yr B, Part 1 Pg 59 
Conversion of St Paul. Who was he? 
Born at Tarsus-Acts 21:39, 22:3 of the house of Israel 2 Cor.11:22 of the tribe of Benjamin Phil.3:5 circumcised on the 8th day Phil.3:5 named Saul, meaning “Asked for” Gal.1:15.  His father had acquired Roman citizenship so Paul was a Roman by law. Acts 16:37, 22:25-28. At the age of fourteen his dad sent him to Jerusalem to the school of Gamaliel Acts 5:24, 22:3.  Brought up in the strict  sect of Pharisees Acts 23:6 became a patriotic zealot Acts 22:3.

After graduation he returned to Tarsus. By trade a tent maker Acts 18:3-20, 1Cor 4:12.
Paul as a Jew & Pharisee seeks to arrest Christians.  Acts 9:1-2.  Takes the road to Damascus but Jesus arrests him instead through an accident Acts 9:1-19.  Blinded by light, he hears Jesus’ voice Acts 9:3-9. Baptized by Ananias, his sight restored Acts 9:10-19.  Open to the will of God the persecutor became a defender of faith.  Paul died by decapitation about 60 or 64 AD.

God’s plans for us are not obvious. But once we discover what he calls us for, let us adhere to them at any cost.  
Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ
Is a parishioner sick or in hospital? Please inform the Parish Priest or one of the Sisters.  It is important that Catholics on admission to hospital tell their religion to be recorded and request a visit from the Catholic Chaplain.
Baptismal Preparation course: The next Baptismal course will be on Monday 9th February 2009 at 7.00pm in the parish hall.
RCIA: The sessions will on Monday at 5.30pm in the Lady’s Chapel. All those who are interested to know more about Catholic faith are welcome.
Divine Mercy Prayer Meeting: Last Thursday of each month, from 6.30 to 7.30pm, followed by Holy Mass at 7.30pm. 

Prayer for Priests:  every first Friday of the month, from 6.30 to 7.30pm; an hour of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament praying for the priests followed by Mass at 7.30pm.
Christian Unity Week: The prayer for the unity of all Christians  with the theme ”Reconcile your people”  ends today  on the feast of the Conversion of St Paul; once a persecutor of Christians who became a formidable defender of the same faith.  Let us do whatever we can to preserve the unity of God’s people.

Lourdes Pilgrimage 2009: Archbishop Vincent Nichols invites you to join him on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes from Saturday 23rd May to Saturday 30th May 2009.  For more information please contact Trish Brookes, Lourdes Pilgrimage Office, Cathedral House, St Chad’s Queensway, Birmingham B4 6EX. Tel/Fax 0121 236 4585  Email: lourdesadmin@re-birmingham.org
Choir Practice:  after 11.30 Mass on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.
Collection last Week: Gift Aid £197.61 Loose: £373.81
Total: £ 571.42    Thank you for supporting the Church.
Second Collection;  8th February 2009 Catholic Education Council

Counters: Sun 25th January Team A Anastasia, Mary O’Sullivan  
Bonus Ball: No. 48 Rose Hogan 
Do you know that you can win hundreds of pounds every week simply by choosing a number and filling the green sheet at the piety stall! For further information consult Mary Dunleavy or any body in the piety stall.
Church Cleaning: Inspite of our efforts to make our Church beautiful we need to keep it clean from time to time. The cleaning of the Church will begin at 10.00am every Wednesday. Please come and give a hand.
 “The Year of St. Paul”: Churches together in Coventry and Warwickshire invite you to an Ecumenical Service on Sunday 1st February 2009 at 6.00pm at Christ the King Church.  Bishop William Kenny will be leading the service. Details on the notice board.

Birmingham Catholic Charismatic Renewal Conference will be held from Saturday 7th March at Newman House, Birmingham University Catholic Chaplaincy.  It is an opportunity for spiritual renewal for those who wish to attend.  Details on the notice board. 
National Marriage Week: This year from 7th -14th February (Valentine’s Day) will be marked as National Marriage Week. On the weekend of 14/15 we shall pray for married couples, those about to be married, those widowed, separated and divorced.  Married couples who wish to renew their vows to each other will do so before the Altar during the Mass. 

Coventry Refugee Centre: May I extend my thanks to you all for the items and cash of £211 you donated to Coventry Refugee Centre after the appeal by Yousef Shorehdeli. I have received an email from the staff thanking our parish for your generosity. A special thanks to the members of Justice and Peace group of our parish who took keen interest to work towards this appeal. 
Archbishop’s visit: As I announced last Sunday His Grace the Archbishop will visit our parish on Friday 20th February and celebrate a Mass of thanksgiving for the graces we have received as a parish.  By coincidence I was told that, on that day Sr Lydwin will be celebrating her Silver Jubilee.  A double celebration indeed!  I suggest that we make a little celebration after the Mass.  I know you will support this idea. 

