              MASSES from 3rd to 10th May 2009
Sat           02    6.00pm              Tim Mooney (Get well)
4th  Sun   03    9.30am              Gracy May (Get well)
                                                    Alexander Roa & Efigenia Celis (RIP)
Easter           11.30am               People of the parish
Mon         04    9.30am               Susan Cairns (RIP)  (Bank Holiday)                        
Tues        05    9.30am               Kathleen McGinty (RIP)
Wed
     06    9.30am               Annie Jane Foy (RIP)
Thurs      07    6.30-7.30pm       Holy Hour      
                        7.30pm               Special Baby (Anni)
                                                    Sr Lydwin -Thanksgiving
Fri
     08    6.30-7.30pm      Holy Hour             
                         7.30pm              Vittoria Giampaglia Anni)
                                                    Edward Kavanagh Anni)
Sat
     09  10.30am               Emma O’Brian (Anni)
11.00-12.00Noon Exposition of Blessed Sacrament & Confessions.
Sat           09       6.00pm           People of the parish
Sunday   10        9.30am           Mario Giampaglia (Anni)
                          11.30am           Mariatou (RIP)                      
Eucharistic Ministers and Readers
    This weekend

      Next weekend

 
6.00 pm    Sophie, Adriana, Janet (E)           Tom, Dr. Jay, Jean (E)
                Sr Leena, Leola (R)                     Victor, Sylvia (R)
9.30 am    Kevin, Bridie, Elizabeth (E)           Habtezghi, Maria Vaughan 
                                                                Sr Leena (E)      
               Sr Lydwin, Sue Cutter (R)             Kathy, Geraldine (R)
11.30 am Serso, Catherine, Zen (E)              Percy, Veronica, Sr Lydwin (E 

               Elizabeth, Marho (R)                    Sheila, Linda (R)  
Pray for those who have died recently:  John Dunning
Please pray for those whose Anniversaries fall during this week: Mary Greene, Justus St John, Frank Seaman, P. Carolan, John Carolan, Kathleen Carolan, Michael Carolan, Howard Moles, Paddy Kelly, John & Bella Curriston, Patrick McIntyre, John Maher, Gerald Byrne, Harry McGorman, Patrick Owen Murray, Edward James Kavanagh, Martin Duffy.   
Please pray for the sick of the Parish: Sue Lester, Jane Shorthose, Patrick Plunkett, Jordan Smith, Josephine Duffy, Maura Marron, Mary Flynn, Tom Shaughnessy, Patricia Gibbons, Tommie Trainor, John Robson, Susan Garvey, Bill & Bridie Clisham, Josephine Murray. John Verney, Felina Seaman, Maria, Hannah Ward
St. Mary & St. Benedict’s
R.C. Church

52a Raglan Street, Coventry, CV1 5QF

Tel. (024) 76258901

www.ssmaryandbenedict.org.uk

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
Parish priest: Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ: 024 76 258901 Email: lutwajim@yahoo.com
 Parish Sister: Sisters Lydwin, Leena, Celine: 024 76222398
Parish School:  St Mary & St Benedict’s, Leigh Street.  Head:  Mrs P. MacDonald.

Tel:  02476 229486   www.stmary-stben.coventry.sch.uk
Hearing Aid users – a Deaf Loop system is installed in the Church.
Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’

Fourth Sunday - Easter
3rd to 10th May 2009
Mass Book Yr B, Part 1 Pg 132 (New Books 137)
Dear Parishioners,

Today we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday. In an urban setting and in a culture as ours here, we might not understand the deep meaning when Jesus tells us today that HE IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD but I have some idea because six years before I went to school, I was a shepherd! 

While teaching in the Seminary in Nairobi, I used on my day off to join the Masaii herdsmen attending their sheep in jungles infested with wild beasts. I remember an incident on Ngong Hills, a hungry lone lion appeared but the shepherd did not flee, he knew what the beast was up to but he stood his ground in defense of his flock. Attacked and fatally wounded the fight ended with the shepherd laying down his life for his sheep! In Masaii philosophy it is better to die than one sheep to be eaten by the lion! Jesus tells us today ‘I’m the good shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep’ (Jn. 10:11). We are the sheep. He loves us; he wants us to follow him, to listen to his teaching. 
A skeptic wanted to see for himself that sheep won’t follow a stranger as Jesus said because they do not know his voice Jn. 10:5. He arranged with a shepherd to put on a shepherd’s outer cloak and turban, then he yelled Manah in Arabic ‘come’, but not a single sheep came! Impressed he asked; will your sheep follow a stranger? No was the answer. In a world polluted with false calls, how often do I listen and recognize the voice of Jesus my shepherd? Fr Jimmy Lutwama AJ
Is a parishioner sick or in hospital? Please inform the Parish Priest or one of the Sisters.  It is important that Catholics on admission to hospital tell their religion to be recorded and request a visit from the Catholic Chaplain.
Change of Mass time: Monday Bank Holiday at 9:30 not 12:30pm. No Monday club, no evening Holy hour prayers.

Blessing of the Houses: It is a custom in the Catholic Church to have the houses of Christians blessed during the Easter season.  If you wish to have your house blessed please contact the Parish priest or Sr Lydwin. 
Lectors: will be commissioned on Pentecost Sunday 31st May.  I encourage all the existing lectors and the new members to be present for the service. 

Divine Mercy Prayer Meeting:.  The weekly Divine Mercy prayer meeting will take place on the last Thursday of every month, from 6.30 to 7.30pm, followed by Holy Mass at 7.30pm
Prayer for Priests: on every first Friday of the month from 6.30-7.30pm followed by Mass.
Choir Practice:  After 11.30 Mass on 1st and 3rd Sunday. I encourage many more to come and join our choir.
Collection last Week: Gift Aid £259.78 Loose £407.01 Total: £ 666.79 Spring Clearance: raised £.170.00 Thank you for supporting the Church.
Second collection:      3rd May – Priest’s Training Fund
                                 24th May – Church’s work in communication
Counters:  Sun   3rd May Team E Marie Whelan & Bridie McDermott
Bonus Ball: No. 38 Jean Hoey
Parish Dance this Saturday 2nd May.  Tickets are on sale from the piety stall outside.  Please come and enjoy yourself.
Coventry Irish Society: offers Free Counseling Service for all generations of the Irish community.  Counseling takes place in a safe and friendly environment of the CIS premises in a newly refurbished counseling room and in accordance with an ethical code and professional principles.  Details on the notice board.
Gift Aid: There are still a few boxes to be claimed by parishioners who are in the Gift Aid scheme. No: 16, 30, 44, 46
Birmingham Catholic Charismatic Renewal Conference:  will be held from 10th to 14th August 2009 at Paragon Hotel, Alcester Street, Birmingham, B12 0PJ. The conference opens on Monday with registration, 1pm to 3pm and closes on Friday after lunch.  Each day will begin at 9.00am and end approx 9.00pm.  Details on the notice board.
Maryvale Institute’s to the Shrine of the Sacred Heart of Jesus: Annual Novena and Pilgrimage Mass, Sermon and Novena each evening at 8.00pm.  Thursday Corpus Christi 11th – 19th June 2009 to Friday 19th June Feast of the Sacred Heart.  The open air Mass and procession of the Blessed Sacrament in honour of the Sacred heart on Sunday 21st June 2009 at 3.00pm.  Further details on the notice board.
Princethorpe Retreat and conference Centre: offers Training course in Spiritual Accompaniment; commencing October 2009. Part-time over two years. The aim of this course is to enable participants to minister compassionately and effectively as Spiritual Accompaniers under Supervision.  Details on the notice board.

World Day of Prayer for vocations: Today 3rd May is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. We know there is a great need for vocations in the Church.  Let us pray for the young men and women that they may respond to the call of Jesus to work in his vineyard as priests and religious.  Please cultivate in your families the habit of praying for vocations.
Coventry University Faith and Spirituality Centre: Catholic students of Coventry University are invited to make best use of the Faith and Spirituality Centre at the Alan Berry Building.  The Catholic Chaplains will be available for confessions or just a chat on every Tuesday from 11.00am -1.10pm time for Mass in the chapel. Contact Catholic Chaplain any time on Tel. 07974984270.  
Justice  & Peace: Group will be meeting in the parish hall after 11.30am Mass on Sunday 10th May 2009.  New members are always welcome.  Please ask a member of the J & P Group at the Fair Trade stall for details.

Strangers into Citizens: Up to 1000 people will be travelling from Birmingham to London on bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2009 in the largest ever Rally in support of migrants in British History.  Please contact Paul Bunyan on 07527 306016 for more details.
