
 
Below is Cardinal Vincent Nichols Christmas message for 2016 in which he expresses his 
wish for us all to have mercy in our hearts and show compassion to those nearest to us. 
 
 “What a wonderful time of the year, just a few days before Christmas and all of 
 those festivities to look forward to. We have just finished the year of mercy in 
 which I believe the church has grown greatly in its appreciation of God's mercy 
 and of God reaching out to us that we may walk tall. Of course Gods mercy  
      literally takes flesh in the person of Jesus and in that incarnation we learn that 
 God dwells among us, especially in the poor and in those who are most on the 
 margins of society. 
 
 So as we come to receive again the word of God and his mercy our hearts need 
 to be overflowing with compassion; for those nearest to us who we love, for those 
 who will probably spend Christmas alone, for those who are suffering in mind and 
 body, for the so many people without homes who are as keenly aware of their 
 being virtually abandoned at this time of the year. 
 
 Let us rejoice mightily but also be generous, mightily generous so that we might 
 in our lives reflect the great generosity of God and that others may reflect in 
 theirs the joy that we feel. 
 
 A very Happy Christmas to you all and may God bless you.”  

 
The New Hospital Chaplain is Fr Paul Burch, Priest of the Ordinariate of Our Lady 
of Walsingham, ministering to the Coventry Ordinariate group at St Joseph the Worker, 
Coventry. He  has been appointed as full-time Roman Catholic Chaplain to University 
Hospital of Coventry and Warwickshire Trust, which covers the main hospitals in Cov-
entry and Rugby.  Fr Paul’s email is: paulburch5@hotmail.com and contact telephone 
numbers: 02476 693752 or 02476 967515. Due to the pressure that Fr. Paul has to 
serve the two Hospitals, I wish to be considerate when you need a priest. It is greatly 
recommended that when you get admitted into hospital that you let the hospital staff 
know that you are a Catholic so that the priests may have the chance to minister to your 
spiritual welfare. 

Thanksgiving Mass to end the year 2016 will be celebrated at St. Mary’s Church  to-
night  at 7:00pm. There will be a reception, music and dances to wait for the coming of 
the New Year in the parish hall. You are all welcome. 

  

I wish and pray that the model and intercession of the Holy Family inspire us to redis-
cover the meaning of family life as exemplified in Jesus, Mary and Joseph. May this 
Christmas prepare us to love beyond measure, value mercy above our ego and achieve 
joy in our vulnerabilities. 
 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year 2017! 

 

New Year Message from the Parish priest 

It is the first day of the week, the first day of the month. The first Sunday of the month, 
the first day of the year 2017.   We celebrate our First Sunday Mass together as a peo-
ple of this parish. We offer this sacrifice to God who has brought us to this day and to 
this New Year 2017. Everything is new we are new people too. God has a plan, he is 
calling us to carry out a mission together. 
 
As your priest, I wish to say some few words from my heart. First, thanks to God for eve-
ry one of us here. We are God’s gift to one another, none of us can pass through life 
without being supported by others. Therefore our unity and collaboration in serving God 
will bring immense benefit to us all.  
 
The existence of our parish, is brought about by people like you who show their faith in 
action. I’m touched to see how many of you devote your time, energy and money to sup-
port the parish. Try to ask yourself, what would have happened if you did not make that 
extra sacrifice for God and for his church? I pray that God who inspires such action may  
continue to bless you all. 
 
Our parish  has had some difficult time without resident priests. But we have continued 
to do our best. In the next two weeks, I will tell you the final answer to our prayer. God 
will not leave his flock without shepherds. Keep praying, do your best in everything.  
 
Deepen your faith:  we are blessed that we believe in God, that we hope in his 
mercy and that he has promised us eternal life. God is not an abstract idea or an invent-
ed myth. He has made himself visible in Jesus Christ, Christmas celebrates that histori-
cal fact. God has planted the seed of his life in us. If we are to stand the dangers and 
trials we face because we believe in Him, then we need to deepen our faith. If the mar-
tyrs and holy men and women of all time did not have deep faith in God, they would not 
have lived such heroic lives.  
 
These days, the enemies of the church are within the church,  people who falsify the 
truth about God, or who promise salvation without Jesus Christ or who use Christian 
religion as a means of getting rich. People who intentionally and notoriously cause scan-
dal.  I pray that we all do our best to keep our faith in Jesus and to support one another 
to be faithful. This makes our Sunday Mass an unmissable prayer event in our life. 
 
I thank the families that bring the children to Sunday Mass and share their faith with 
them at home through prayer. The greatest gift we can pass on to the children is the 
knowledge of God and aspiration for eternal salvation.  
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As we desire to have children in this life, let us also desire to come into the presence of 

God with them in heaven. Teach the children the Christian faith; teach them to see the 

face of God in the eyes of their neighbour. Teach them Jesus Christ the Way the Truth 

and the Life. 

In this year there are some habits we should stop, one of them is coming late to Mass. 

Brothers and Sisters if we truly know what we are doing when we come together for 

Sunday Mass,  let us avoid coming late into God’s presence without sufficient reasons. 

There are people also who chew gum in the church and spit the stuff on the floor! There  

are also those who let their mobile phones go off as if the church is a place to make 

business deals. Those people  who do these things lack the awareness of where they 

are and before whom they stand. It is another way of saying I don’t believe!   

 

No parish priest can do everything without the support of  his people. Fr. Moses and I 

are grateful for your support, but many more could do even better work, than just few.  I 

thank each and every one of you who apart from coming to Mass, do also some other 

works. I thank the Parish Sisters who do so much silently, the lectors, altar servers, 

cleaners, counters, the choir members, Eucharistic ministers, fundraisers (Anne Fenton 

and group)  etc. I thank all those who organise our annual bazaar. May God bless you 

all.  

If St. Osburg can stay for more than one year without resident priests, this  points to  

the fact that we all need to promote and to support the training of priests in the church.  

St. Marys Parish next door has become sensitive to the needs of the church. They are 

aware of the need for more priests in the church. The Parish has become missionary 

minded. Out of this awareness, some people volunteered to make sponsored walk, oth-

ers baked cakes, some performed choir concert, others organised parish dances, still 

others put some money in our box train a missionary priest. As a result of all these ac-

tivities our parish raised £10,000.00 which was sent to the Apostles of Jesus Missionar-

ies in Uganda which has helped to put a new roof on their novitiate in Moroto diocese 

after it was destroyed in war. Twenty Five novices are training for priesthood.  Here at 

St. Osburg it is  not  enough to wait for priests to come, let us get involved in their train-

ing too. 

Finally brothers and Sisters, reckoning that the sufferings of the present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory  that is to come (Rom 8:18) , while we are waiting 

in hope for the blessing which will come with the appearing of the glory of our God and 

Saviour Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13) let us carefully endeavour to persevere and ever to  

grow in our Christian vocation for the increased holiness of the Church, for the greater 

glory of God. We must be deeply convinced that our Christian vocation is a privilege 

and a gift of God who out of love has granted us to serve Him. We are called to return 

love for love and to answer our Christian vocation with total dedication.  Our holocaust 

to God will bring about immense benefits to the Church.  The reward of our sacrifices 

will be God Himself.  May Mary the Mother of God and our mother accompany us all 

the way until we come into the presence of her Son Jesus Christ our Lord! 

I wish you all a peaceful New Year 2017.  

Solemnity of the Mother of God 
MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEKS from 1st to 8th Jan 2017 

Sat  31  11.45am Mr. & Mrs. John J. Lyons (spl int),  

     Frank Green (RIP) 

     5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sun  01 10.30am Ann & Brian Fenton (Spl int) 

Mon  02 12.10pm Eleanor Keenan (Anni),  

     Jim McGeorghega (Get well) 

Tues  03 12.10pm Marie Whealan (Spl int) 

     Brenda Hughes (Get well) 

Wed  04 12.10pm Bridie Farrell (RIP) 

Thurs  05 12.10pm Peter Hastings & Deceased of the family 

Fri  06       12.10pm Bernadette Lappin (Anni) 

Sat  07   1.45am Tommy O’Conell (RIP) 

     5.30pm Robert & Ann O’Conell (Spl int) 

Sun  08 10.30am Lil Steve Crowley (Get well) 

 

Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers 
  

Please pray for the sick of the parish: Josie Kennedy, Eileen McHugh, Lau-
rence Gallen, Ron Hamilton, Garry Hobbs, Teresa Rynne, Cameron Reilly, 
Carla Lawrence, Josie Kennedy, Terence Harris, Patrick Connolly, Mark Cor-
revisgandis Anne, Bacia, Colin  Hipperson, Kathleen Tierney,  Diane Cun-
ningham, Kieran Connell, Ahmed Musa, Carol Sparks, Ruth Glithero, Jan 
Carusso, Nadia Faruk Hannah, Tom McDermott,  Winnie McDermott, Gerald 
Douglas, Shirley Hartnett, Stephen Bayliss , Jackie Buckley, Dave Riliott, 
Alan Davis, David Horley, Margaret Ghen, Bridie & Benny McAndrew . Chris-
tine  Strong, Hilda Gibson, Sheila Biggs,  
 
Please pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time Mor-
gan Patricia Mary,Campling Seamus Kerin, Gibson Joseph, O’Brien Joseph 
Patrick, Kerrigan Michael Joseph, Atkinson William, McGlynn James Joseph, 
Lynch Thomas, Lappin John Joseph, McCarthy Bernard, Johnson Anne, Bill 
Jacob, Sullivan Michael, Green Frank, Smyth Elizabeth, McGuire Frank Jo-
seph, Duffy Margaret Christina, Fowler James Robert, Mimnaugh Winslow 
Michael, McCarron Elizabeth, Lappin Bernadette, Meagher Denis,McKee 
Martin, Farrelly John, Duffy Thomas {eter, Lenehan Mary. 
 
 

Hearing Aid Users—Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’ 


