
Matters of importance 
Mass with Holy Anointing will take place at St. Marys church on Sunday 16th Oc-
tober 3:00pm. I want the sick and elderly to walk through the Door of Mercy.  Everybody 
is welcome to receive this anointing which strengthens us in our own weakness. I ask 
families with elderly members and Eucharistic Ministers who take communion to the 
sick and housebound to encourage them to come. 
 
Parish Christmas Bazaar: will take place on Saturday 3rd December 2016 from 
10:00am. Raffle tickets are already available  for you to take away, sell them to your 
friends and family. Remember to bring back the counterfoils/stubs and the money of 
course. A successful bazaar depends so much on the willingness of the parishioners to 
get involved in things. Therefore the parish depends on each one of us in everything.  I 
ask for donations of things and sponsorship of prizes if you can. We are in high need for 
donations of bottles of wine, whiskey and soft drinks. We shall need tinned foods cere-
als and good things which can be used for tombola. Whatever donation you give will be 
greatly appreciated. Remember that the donations you give are like an offering to  God 
since the money it will bring in will be for the mission of his church.  Therefore we need 
to be careful when we are  giving to the church. Donations of stuff can be brought di-
rectly to the sacristy before or immediately after Mass. 
 
Donations to Fr. Christmas bag:   The Agent for Fr Christmas is appealing for  
donations to help Fr Christmas fill his sack for his visit to this year's church bazaar. 
Please be generous and give donations in an envelope marked 'f.a.o. Santa' to the sac-
risty. He will pass through the shops to find presents which he will generously give out 
to all the children who will mind to visit him. 
 

Keeping ourselves warm: 2nd collection: you must have noticed that last winter 
the church was kept warm. We all like to come to church and find it warm especially on 
Sundays. It is my desire that we keep the church warm during this winter. Let us be 
honest the underground floor heating was not the best option available, but that was the 
choice the parishioners preferred that time. It takes 24hrs to warm the church up and 
anyone can guess the cost in terms of gas.  I’m proposing a second collection to subsi-
dise the heating expenses of the church. This will take place every fortnight. I’m also 
dedicating one box in the wall at the back of the church for donations towards the heat-
ing up of the church. Please place your donations there too. The money collected for 
this cause will be reported every week in the  parish newsletter just as we do for the 
Sunday offering. I hope you will all understand this proposal which benefits us all. 
 
Please join our choir St Osburg's Choir sings at the Sunday morning Mass and at 
major festivals.  We practise in church for an hour before Sunday Mass each week. If 
anyone enjoys praising God in song and would like to join us, please either ring Chris 
on 07932 706361 or just turn up one Sunday. 
 
Interested in this? Heather Parker Project Manager Coventry University  together 

with Coventry University Student Union have planned to get around 10-15 local young 

people (aged 16 – 26yrs) and 10-15 students together over half term to put on a chil-

dren’s Halloween party in Hillfields The preparation will be on Wednesday 

26th  afternoon in the City Arcade (in our new FabLab) – where they will plan games, 

activities and make costumes etc and the party itself will be on Friday 28th in Hillfields 

(venue tbc)  

 
 

 WHEN LOVE GROWS COLD,  WHAT IS LEFT IN A RELATIONSHIP? 
   With the increase of lawlessness, love in most men will grow cold  

  but the man who stands firm to the end will be saved” Matt 24:12. 
Thanks to God for the Sacrament of Confirmation which was celebrated at St. Mary’s on 

Wednesday, it was an occasion of great joy to see so many being sealed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. At that occasion it was not difficult to notice some people who have rele-
gated their going to church only to such occasions but nothing more! While it is good to 
see them I cannot fail to mention that that is hardly the way the practice of Christian faith  
ought to be. 
I remember some people who were once in deep love. They were not husband and wife, 
yet they enjoyed each others company; they prayed together, recreated together and 
even went on holidays together. A jealous person they took for a friend carried unfound-
ed stories between them and everything came down crushing to pieces. The trust they 
had in each other, the risks they had taken for the other, the places they had always 
visited together, none of these held meaning anymore.  Consequently love grew cold 
such that all the affection for the people and place they had loved bore no meaning! 
  
What is left in a love relationship when love grows cold apart from anguish and despair! 
Human nature will try to find reasons for self justification but what I know for sure is that  
Love lost does not bring peace of mind no matter how much we may justify ourselves. It 
is good  never to let love grow cold either for self or for others. 

When I was  training for priesthood,  my formators most of whom were foreign  mission-
aries spoke to us of the heroic lives of the saints, they spoke about the sacrifices that  
people in their homelands were making for the spread of the faith and how fervent  the 
people  were. But alas this is not the case anymore. A friend of mine visiting one country 
which was the beacon of evangelization lamented to be present at a wedding  where 
only the priest, the altar server, my friend and his wife were the only ones who literally 
answered to the prayers of the Mass. I know that some of us might already excuse them 
by thinking that they might not have been Catholics, but the truth of the matter is that 
they were Catholics who no longer practiced the faith because they were ‘angry with the 
church’.  Zeal for faith in Jesus was no more, they were spiritual dead men walking 

I pray that  our love for God, for his Church and for each other never grow cold. Surely 
people who see only the negatives in the church or in their relationships give sufficient 
evidence that their love has grown cold. But the person who stands firm through his per-
severance will be saved for when love grows cold whatever is left is emptiness. 
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    Parish development 
 First Collection.  
Gift aid........................ £ 89.50 
Loose...........................£401.21 
Total........................... £490.71 Thank you for your generosity. 
Note: There is a second collection for CAFOD today 
 
School Masses: due to the fact that School Mass coincides with daily Mass at St. 
Mary’s church,  School Mass will be celebrated fortnightly to allow time to provide Mass 
at both places.  As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter I wish to encourage you to 
develop a habit of joining in the school Masses with children. Due to the pressing de-
mands imposed on the priests, I fore see that it will not be possible  to have Mass for 
children and another Mass for parishioners at a later hour. We should appreciate the 
fact that an opportunity is available  for us to go to Mass. Make use of it. 
 
RCIA Lessons: If you  are an adult who is not baptised  or who was baptised in 
other Christian churches  but you would like to be received into full communion with the 
Catholic Church I wish  to let you know that Religious Instructions Lessons (Catechism) 
will begin at SS. Mary and Benedict Church Raglan Street on Monday 10th October 
2016 at 6:00pm in the parish hall. Catholics who would like to deepen their knowledge 
of faith are warmly welcome. 
 
Macmillan  Nurses a big THANK YOU to all who supported their coffee morning 
which took place at St. Osburg Parish Hall last Friday. It raised £520.00 Thank you for 
the support you gave for such a good cause. 
 
Prison Sunday: is celebrated today 9th October. Remember those who suffer im-
prisonment especially persecuted Christians all over the world. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time -  Mass Book pg. No. 85 
TIMES OF MASSES DURING THE WEEK from  9th to  16th Oct 2016 

Sat  08 11.45am Kathleen Gwynn (RIP)   

     5.30pm Carole Ward (Get well) 

Sun  09 10.30am John  Cassidy (Anni) 

Mon  10 12.10pm Una Ruddy (RIP), Pearl Coggin (Get well) 

Tues  11 12.10pm Colin Smith (Get well), Angela Welch(RIP) 

     Bridie Griffin (RIP) 

Wed  12 12.10pm Alice & James Keogh (Anni) 

Thurs  13 12.10pm No Mass 

Fri  14 12.10pm Joan Gostautus (Get well) 

Sat  15 11.45am Bridgit Higgins (Anni)   

     5.30pm Margaret O’Brien (Get well) 

Sun  09 10.30am Lora O’Connor (RIP) 

                 
Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers 

  Weekend  8th/9th Oct 2016   Weekend 15th/16th Oct 2016 
 
5:30 pm      Maria, Ann F   (R)  Ann E., Bernadette    (R) 
          Bernadette   (E)  Zen (E) 
 10.30am    Maggie, Charles   (R) Jane, Charles (R) 
          Patsy, Teresa   (E)  June, Catherine  (E) 
 
Please pray for the sick of the parish: Josie Kennedy, Eileen McHugh, Laurence 

Gallen, Ron Hamilton, Garry Hobbs, Teresa Rynne, Cameron Reilly, Carla Law-

rence, Josie Kennedy, Terence Harris, Patrick Connolly, Mark Correvisgandis Anne, 

Bacia, Colin  Hipperson, Kathleen Tierney,  Diane Cunningham, Kieran Connell, Ah-

med Musa, Carol Sparks, Ruth Glithero, Jan Carusso, Nadia Faruk Hannah, Tom 

McDermott,  Winnie McDermott, Gerald Douglas, Shirley Hartnett, Stephen Bayliss , 

Jackie Buckley, Dave Riliott, Alan Davis, David Horley, Margaret Ghen, Bridie & 

Benny McAndrew . Christine  Strong, Hilda Gibson, Sheila Biggs,  

Please pray for those whose anniversary occur about this time : Crawford 

James, Clancy David, Dolan Annie Elizabeth, Walsh David John, Wright William, 

Lee Eller, Taitt John, Dawson Jane Angela, McLeod Errol Stephen,  Hill Pamela 

Ann,  Slevin MarkMeil,  Whittington Kathleen Mary. 

Hearing Aid Users—Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’ 


