
Matters of Importance 

Feast of Epiphany is celebrated today 7
th
 January. Epiphany is an experience of sudden 

and striking realization. In Christianity, Epiphany refers to a realization that Christ is the 
Son of God. We join the  Magi in adoring God Incarnate in the Infant Jesus Christ.  

Gift Aid Scheme: is benefitting so many charities including the Church. In the next 
three months  we shall be starting a new tax year and I wish to  tell you what it is all 
about.   Gift Aid gives you an extra 25p for every £1 you donate to the Church or to any 
Registered Charity. Gift Aid is an income tax relief designed to benefit charities and 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs). If you’re a UK taxpayer, Gift Aid increases 
the value of your charity donations by 25%, because the charity can reclaim the basic 
rate of tax on your gift – at no extra cost to you. The process is really simple, all you 
need to do is  to fill out a Gift Aid Declaration (GAD) form. This is a statement from you 
to the charity confirming that you want to donate through Gift Aid and receive tax back 
on your donation. Charities don’t pay tax on most types of income, which is why the tax 
paid on financial gifts can be claimed back. Your donations won’t qualify for Gift Aid if 
they’re more than four times what you’ve paid in tax that tax year. If you stop paying 
enough tax at any point, you must tell the charity you’re donating to. 

Leakage underground: I’m  sorry to let you know that there is a leakage in the pipe-
work  of the underground system.  This was observed several months ago as the boil-
ers were losing  pressure from time to time. It was also reported to the installation engi-
neers.  The situation has deteriorated  such that  the poor priests have to wake up  at 
midnight  to top up the water if at all the system is to work in the morning.  Water can 
clearly be seen underground. The Engineers who installed it have promised to come 
and  fix the problem although this might involve digging op some parts of the floor. I’m 
sure it will be expensive. 

Postulation for the canonization of Bl. Dominic Barberi  Fr. Benedict Lodge CP was 
appointed to work on the Causes of Blessed Dominic Barberi and Father Ignatius Spen-
cer particularly in the Archdiocese of Birmingham. In this work he will be assisted by Fr 
Julian Booth. Fr. Ben Lodge is a Passionist priest currently living in St Joseph’s Retreat 
in Highgate, North London. After his ordination in 1977, he worked in Sweden, in for-
mation and spiritual direction, together with retreat work in England and Wales. It was 
during this time, that he discovered the diaries of Father Ignatius and was asked to tran-
scribe them. It was almost by accident that he was appointed Postulator or ‘campaign 
manager’ to promote the Causes of Blessed Dominic Barberi, 1792-1849 and Father 
Ignatius Spencer, 1799- 1864. For the Cause of Blessed Dominic, all that is needed is 
one miracle and for the Cause of Father Ignatius, two miracles are required, one for 
Beatification and one for  Canonisation. There is great relevance and significance in 
these two Causes, given that today there are great moves towards Christian Unity. Nei-
ther of them were limited by doctrinal difficulties, both believed that the first step was to 
be friendly with people of other denominations. 

Peters Pence  the Archbishop was asked by the Holy Father Pope Francis to convey 
his thanks to the people of the Archdiocese for their generous contribution to Peter’s 
Pence last year 2017. The Holy Father is grateful for this donation and particularly for 
the devoted sentiments which inspired it. He knows that much effort was involved. The 
Archdiocese contributed £140,567.55 to Peter’s Pence .  

Barriers in front to the church:  when we had the severe snow  recently some stones  
fell from one of the windows  on the spire. Therefore until  the experts come and tell us 
what went wrong and fix the problem, the place will remain closed off. Do not interfere 
with the barriers. Try to go round if you are coming to the church.  

 

 
WE HAVE A NEW PARISH PRIEST  IN THE CITY MOTHER CHURCH 

I take the opportunity to welcome you all to the new liturgical year  of the Church and to 
wish you all a Happy New Year 2018 I’m sure you had a good time of rest wherever you 
chose to spend your Christmas  and the transition into the year 2018. During this festive 
time,  I received the good news from Bp. William Kenney  of the appointment  of a new 
parish priest for St. Osburg.  He wrote the following letter to St. Osburgs: 
 
‘Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,’  ‘this season of Christmas is characterised among 
other things by the giving of presents.  I am therefore very pleased to be able to an-
nounce that you are to receive new Parish Priest to lead the Parish. As you may know, 
the responsibility for nominating a parish priest where the parish is served by a Reli-
gious Congregation rests with the Superior of the Religious Congregation and his advis-
ers.  That process has now taken place and the Superior General of the Apostles of Je-
sus has nominated Fr Pontius Bandua AJ as Parish Priest for the Parish of St Osburg's. 
Fr Pontius will continue to work closely with Fr Sunday  (his curate) , and they will 
rightly be part of the  family of the Apostles of Jesus serving three parishes in Coventry, 
a blessing that we receive now as a missionary country.  What will be different now is 
that Fr Pontius and Fr Sunday will now be the main point of contact for all parish mat-
ters at St Osburg's. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Fr Jimmy Lutwama for 
his mentoring of the two priests of St Osburg's since their arrival here. 
Yours devotedly in the Lord, 
+ William Kenney 
Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham 
 
I welcome the appointment of Fr. Pontius to lead the parish and I know that all of us will 
give him  the support he needs to be a good pastor. I have known Fr. Pontius for many 
years in formation and as a confreres. He is a pastoral  minded man with all the qualifi-
cation to lead the parish into holiness. 
 
I wish to thank you all for the good work you have done  to support me  to run the parish 
for the last two years since Sept. 2015.  In the event of sharing a priest St. Mary’s even  
changed their own Mass time so as to make sure that St. Osburg  was covered. In the 
mean time I will continue to support  the Parish of St. Osburg  and the two 
Fathers until that time when  I will officially hand over the tools of a pastor 
to Fr. Pontius  by having him inducted as Parish Priests  of the Mother 
Church of our City. He is as a matter of fact  parish priest to us all. Thanks  
to God for the gift of a priest  among us. May He bless him so that through 
his work we may love God more and more. 

AJ Missions  St. Osburgs                   St. Marys  St. Elizabeth 
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 The Most Holy Sacrament and St. Osburgs 
Barras Lane, Coventry, CV1 4AQ. Tel 024 76220402 

Fr. Jimmy  Mobile. 07906124756  Home 02476258901 
Fr. Pontius 07424553529  and Fr. Sunday 07448029184 
Parish Sisters:  Sr. Philomena  and  Sr. Theresa (PBVM)  

(St. Osburgs Primary School, Upper Hill Street Coventry CV1 4AP. Tel 02476227165 
Headteacher Mrs Nicola Rynott. 

Parish Safeguarding  Representative: Ann Collins 02476670304 
———— 

St. Mary & St. Benedict R.C Church 
52a, Raglan Street Coventry, CV1 5QF.  Tel 02476258901 

www.ssmaryandbenedict.org.uk 
Parish Priest. Fr. Jimmy Lutwama AJ  

Mobile: 07906124756. 
E-mail lutwajim@yahoo.com 

———— 
———–- 

The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham Reg. Charity  No. 234216 
    Parish development 
 
Gift Aid.... £52.00.       Loose........£ 284.00    Total.........£ 443.88  
Sat. lunches....£      Restoration.£ 35.91    Heating......£ 54.02 
Second collection : Thank you for your generosity. 
 
RCIA Program  for those who were  learning their catechism and  discovering their faith 
in Jesus Christ  will resume on Monday 15th January 2018. Meeting will start at 6:00pm 
in the Lady’s chapel. All those concerned are asked to attend. 

Church Webcam did not work over Christmas festivals. I was let town by our Service 
Providers MCN Media services I apologise to all our viewers  who were not able to join 
us in Masses over the internet during this time. I hope the technical hitch within their 
machines will soon be fixed. 

Spread the Word online: Our Diocesan Communications Officers would like to in-
crease the number of people following the Archdiocese online communications in a bid 
to boost our presence and interaction in the digital world. Please  visit the  following 
channels to know more of what is going on in the diocese: Web: 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk Twitter: www.twitter.com/RCBirmingham Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Archdiocese-of-Birmingham-166194176857632/ Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/birminghamarchdiocese . We should not be left behind in this digi-
tal world. 

Fr. Hudson 114 annual fundraising Ball will take place on Saturday 17th February 
2018 at the National Conference Centre, Birmingham B 92 0EJ  starting at 7:30pm—
1:00am.  Tickets are available  from Ginny Cullen on 01675 434015 or fundrais-
ing@fatherhudsons.org.uk . Please join them for dinner and dancing in the presence of 
Archbishop Bernard Longley.  

Schools open tomorrow Monday 8th. Parents ought to make sure that their children 
report to school promptly without excuses. If a parent takes seriously the education of 
his or of her child you will find happiness and security in him or her tomorrow.  Remem-
ber too that the early bird is the one that catches the worm. 

MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEKS from   7th  to 14th Jan 2018 

Sat  06 11.45am  Shirley Hartnett & Family (Sp int)  

          Francie O’Grady (X’mas Int)  

    5.30pm   Bernadette Lappin & Lesley Burke (RIP)  

Sun  07 11.30am  People of the parish, Bridie, Pat & Sean Kean (RIP)  

Mon  08 12.10pm  Tom Shally (Anni), Anna Fitzpatrick (RIP)  

Tues  09 12.10pm  Sr. Teresa (Sp Int), Fr Tom Farrell (X’mas Int)  

Wed  10 12.10pm  Sr. Philomena (Sp Int), Fr Andrew Franklin (X’mas Int)  

Thurs  11  9.10am   School Mass 

   12.10pm  Tony & Joan Lee & Mary & Michael (RIP)  

Fri  12 12.10pm  Kris Coia (Sp Int), Maisie McGee (Get Well)  

Sat  13 11.45am  Teresa Waters (Get Well), Deacon Jo Patterson (Sp Int) 

       5.30pm  Christine Dent (Get Well)  

Sun  14 11.30am  People of the parish 

Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers 

 Weekend 6th Jan 2018   Weekend 7th Jan 2018 

5.30pm     11.30am 

Please pray for the sick of the parish: Eileen McHugh, Laurence Gallen,  Garry 
Hobbs, Teresa Ryne, Cameron Reilly, Carla Lawrence, Terence Harris, Patrick Con-
nolly, Mark Correvisgandis Anne, Bacia, Colin  Hipperson, Kathleen Tierney,  Diane 
Cunningham, Kieran Connell, Ahmed Musa, Carol Sparks, Ruth Clithero, Jan Ca-
russo, Nadia Faruk Hannah, Tom McDermott,  Winnie McDermott, Gerald Douglas, 
Shirley Hartnett, Stephen Bayliss , Jackie Buckley, Dave Riliott, Alan Davis, David 
Horley, Margaret Ghen, Bridie & Benny McAndrew . Christine  Strong, Hilda Gibson, 
Sheila Biggs. 

Please pray for those whose anniversaries  occur about this time : .  Mckee 
Martin, Farrelly John, Duffy Thomas Peter,  Lenehan Mary, Gibson Charles , Salter 
Patrick Joseph, Busst Marion, McNulty Henry, O’Connor Michael Francis, Navin 
Margaret Jane, Dudley Constantine,  Joyce Michael, Grant Michael,  Carr Harry, 
Wright Rose Dorothy, Clancy Charles, Boden Edwin. 

Death announcement: I’m sorry to announce the death of  Mr. Patrick Dolan who 
died this week. Funeral arrangements will be communicated later. Our condolences 
are extended to his family and friends.  

God's grace and Marriage: Catholic teaching holds that sacraments bring grace to 
those who receive them with the proper disposition. Grace is a way of describing 
how God shares the divine life with us and gives us the help we need to live as fol-
lowers of Christ. In marriage, the grace of this sacrament brings to the spouses the 
particular help they need to be faithful and to be good parents. It also helps a couple 
to serve others beyond their immediate family and to show the community that a lov-
ing and lasting marriage is both desirable and possible. 

Hearing Aid Users—Please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’ 


